Steeped in Tradition, Papal Investiture Incorporates Elements of the Past in Preparation for the Future by unknown
University of Dayton
eCommons
News Releases Marketing and Communications
4-15-2005
Steeped in Tradition, Papal Investiture Incorporates
Elements of the Past in Preparation for the Future
Follow this and additional works at: https://ecommons.udayton.edu/news_rls
This News Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Marketing and Communications at eCommons. It has been accepted for inclusion
in News Releases by an authorized administrator of eCommons. For more information, please contact frice1@udayton.edu,
mschlangen1@udayton.edu.
Recommended Citation
"Steeped in Tradition, Papal Investiture Incorporates Elements of the Past in Preparation for the Future" (2005). News Releases. 9699.
https://ecommons.udayton.edu/news_rls/9699
UNIVERSITY o April15, 2005 Contact: Debbie Juniewicz 
Debra.J uniewicz@notes. udayton.edu 
NEWS RELEASE 
STEEPED IN TRADITION, PAPAL INVESTITURE INCORPORATES 
ELEMENTS OF THE PAST IN PREPARATION FOR THE FUTURE 
DAYTON, Ohio - While the sight of white smoke billowing out above St. Peter's 
Square marks the end of the papal election, it also marks a beginning - the beginning of the 
papal investiture. 
According to Maureen Tilley, associate professor of religious studies at the University 
of Dayton who has studied the history of the Vatican and papal procedures, the papal 
investiture has evolved from an elaborate coronation to a simple ceremony. 
A few days after the pope is elected, he is installed as bishop of Rome. The ceremony 
was formerly called a coronation and the pope was invested with the regalia that went with his 
office as bishop of Rome. Until1871, popes ruled the Papal States which accounted for about 
one-third of Italy. Today, it is a comparatively simple ceremony in which the pope receives his 
mitre, crozier and ring. These symbols of authority are received by all bishops. 
According to Tilley, recent popes have streamlined a centuries-old ceremony to 
emphasize the pastoral office of the papacy. The previously formal ceremony was stripped 
down to the basics by Pope John Paul I, who abolished the use of the sedia gestatoria, a throne. 
No longer used is the papal tiara, a three-tiered crown resembling a white beehive, encircled by 
three gold crowns. Also abolished was the ceremony of three times burning flax in front of the 
pope in the sedia gestatoria. 
The pope is still invested with the pallium. Originally part of the vestments of the 
Roman emperors, it signified imperial power. By the 300s it was a symbol of ecclesiastical 
power. When the pope wears it, the pallium signifies full pontifical power. Each archbishop 
receives his own pallium indicating the unity of power in the Church. 
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While the ceremony has been simplified, it is still steeped in tradition. 
"One of the hallmarks of Roman Catholicism is the idea that the apostolicity of the 
Church is important," Tilley said. "By that I mean the connection with the apostles and 
through the apostles, to Jesus. We focus on the lineage from the apostles to the pope." 
Tilley offers this "papal primer" for those unfamiliar with the terms being bandied 
about as cardinals prepare to select a successor John Paul II: 
*crozier: a staff with a curved top, sometimes surmounted with a cross 
*mitre: a tall hat with two ribbons called lappets, hanging down in the back 
* pallium: a circular band of white wool with two ribbons, one in front and one in back, 
and having six crosses embroidered on it. Originally part of the vestments of the Roman 
emperors, it signified imperial power. When the pope wears it, the pallium signifies full 
pontifical power. 
* sedia gestatoria: a papal throne carried in processions by 12 men 
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